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COVID-19 SUPPORT 
From the beginning of the 

pandemic, COMPAS has 

been supporting local 

communities with food & 

hygienic supply, LFT 

testing and raising 

awareness on COVID 

vaccination.  

 

Find out more bellow! 

HEALTH PROVISIONS 
We are passionate about promoting 

healthy lifestyle and offering physical 

activities for children and young people. 

Over the past 12 months, we have 

been offering a range of services 

increasing confidence and physical 

strength, promoting healthy lifestyles 

and bringing different communities 

together.  
 

Find out more bellow! 

 

MENTORING 
Over 10 years ago, 

COMPAS had developed 

a bespoke mentoring 

programme, ROGA, for 

Roma children and 

young people.  

In cooperation with a 

local academy, we have 

won a National Award. 
 

Find out more bellow! 

 

WE HAVE OPENED A NEW COMPAS BRANCH IN FOLKESTONE! 

 

With the support of Kent CCG and NHS, we have been able to open a new 

COMPAS Charity branch, led by a local manager, Jarka Badzova.  

The branch is currently offering free advice provision, and we are planning to 

add new services in months to come. 



 

  

 
 

  

 

COVID-19 SUPPORT 
 

COMPAS has been playing a vital role in supporting 

vulnerable communities during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

We have been offering food and hygienic equipment during 

both lockdowns and for the past 8 months, we have been 

offering LFT testing, linked to the NHS track & trace service. 

On average, we have conducted 10 tests every week.   

Our experience and community knowledge has also been 

sought by other districts across the UK. We have been 

assisting communities in Kent area, Cardiff, Sheffield and 

other areas. 

ENGAGEMENT IN KENT 
 

In April 2021, COMPAS had been successful in securing 

funding from Kent CCG to conduct research within the 

Roma communities to establish the best ways for NHS and 

the Council to engage with the communities and to 

promote vaccination against Covid-19.  

COMPAS conducted over 80 semi-structured interviews in 

Gravesend, Chatham, Margate, Dover and Folkestone; 

and at the end produced a comprehensive report outlining 

the main reasons for low vaccination uptake, for sources of 

fake news and the key influencers.  

The research was led by Romani Studies Expert Michal 

Mizigar and researcher Denisa Dufkova. 
 

INCREASING VACCINATION UPTAKE 

Due to various factors, including fake news, fear of potential health problems 

and conspiracy theories, the vaccination uptake amongst Roma has been 

very low on national level.  

COMPAS has played vital role in increasing the vaccination uptake by 

creating a pool of ambassadors and engaging with local and national media. 

Paul Bristow MP participated in a debate in the House of Commons entitled 

“Covid-19: Community response. During his speech, Mr Bristow MP said: 

“It is a special place, Peterborough, with the Sikh community, the 
Hindu community, the Nepalese community, five big mosques, 
churches across the city, the East Timorese community and Petr 
Torak from Compas, which provides support to the Czech, Slovak and 
Roma communities.” 



 

  

  
  

     

 

The community gym was open 7 days a week for 3 hours a day, offering a free opportunity for people 

to lose weight and to stay healthy. 

 

 

 

PHYSICAL AND MENTAL 
HEALTH PROVISIONS  
 

There is a wide range of activities for all age 

groups that aim to promote physical and mental 

well-being, especially during the pandemic. 

Many children and young people we spoke to 

told us about the loss of confidence due to 

obesity and lack of social interaction.  

 
 
SPORT ACTIVITIES AT COMPAS HUB 
 

For the past 12 months, we have been offering:  

• Table tennis sessions 

• Boxing – led by Vojtech Balog 

• Running – led by Premysl Dvorak 

• Zumba class – led by Jerry Potter 

• Street dance – led by Evita Balcere 

• Community gym 

• Pool table sessions 

    

 



 

 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

ROMA OF GREAT ABILITIES 
(ROGA) 
 

 

 

In 2011, COMPAS had developed a mentoring 

project called ROGA that aims to motivate young 

Roma to access further education (Level 4 and 

above) and to develop useful skills that will enable 

them to take up front line jobs in teaching, law 

enforcement, NHS and other areas of public life.  

PARTNERSHIP WITH QUEEN KATHERINE ACADEMY 
 

Since 2018, COMPAS has been working with the Queen 

Katherine Academy (QKA) on supporting Roma pupils 

from the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Romania. 

We were able to implement the ROGA project and to 

provide bespoke mentoring to Roma students and support 

to their parents.  

Daniel George Mihai provides support to Romanian pupils 

and Marko Strbak supports Czech and Slovak students. 

 

GOLD AWARD IN PEARSON NATIONAL TEACHING AWARDS 2021  

The partnership between QKA and COMPAS and our work with the Roma 

pupils had been recognized in the way of The Award for Impact through 

Partnership - The Roma – Narrowing the Gap Team.  

“The award is testament to the hard work of all the team at Queen 
Katharine Academy and our partner Compas who work to really transform 
lives as an inclusive centre of educational excellence.” Lynn Mayes 
Principal of Queen Katharine Academy, 
 
  
 
We were honoured to receive a Gold award in the Pearson National 
Teaching Awards for our work to support our Roma students and their 
community. 



 

Advice centre in Peterborough 
 

 

 

The advice centre has been opened every Tuesday and 
Friday and we have been offering free advice in the areas of:  

• EU Settlement Scheme 

• Housing 

• Employment 

• CV writing 
 
Over the past 12 months, we have assisted over 600 people. 

 
  
  

PARTNERSHIP WITH ROMODROM 
 

COMPAS Charity is one of two Romodrom’s partner-
organisations in the UK. Through our partnership we support 
migrants in applying for the EU Settlement Scheme and by 
raising awareness. 
 
Romodrom is a NGO based in the Czech Republic 
supporting vulnerable migrants both in the UK and in the 
Czech Republic. There are currently offices in 13 Czech 
districts, offering migrants returning from the UK after Brexit 
practical support with re-integration. 
 
Romodrom visited COMPAS hub and our partner school, 
Queen Katherine Academy in November. 

 
 

 
  
  
  
CZECH AND SLOVAK CLUB 
 

H.A.Y. Peterborough had funded COMPAS Charity to 
support minority ethnic groups to improve access to mental 
health care for those experiencing severe mental illness 
within their community, to provide IT equipment and to allow 
visitors to COMPAS to access online resources. 
 
During the project period, we have developed and offered 
the following seminars:  

• CV writing 

• Mental health, DV, THB awareness,  

• Conflict management,  

• Suicide awareness 

• Debt management 

• Substance misuse and gambling 

• GP registration 

• Classes for children on Czech history and grammar 

 
 

 
  



 

ONE OFF EVENTS AT COMPAS 
 

 

 

Commemoration of Roma Holocaust Memorial Day, celebrated on the 2nd August 2021, led by 
Romani Studies Expert, Michal Mizigar. 

  
  
  

MILFIELD FESTIVAL  
 
Millfield Festival happens on the first weekend in August. It’s a free, family-friendly celebration of 
creativity, arts, culture, and community. The festival welcomes everyone in the area to come 
together for an uplifting and inspiring event. Each year, Peterborough Presents works with local 
people and organisations to put on interesting music and dance, fun arts & crafts, and amazing 
performances. 

              
  
  
  
NEVER FORGOTTEN 
 

Many Czechs and Slovaks left their homeland to fight abroad 
during the 1938-1945 occupation of Czechoslovakia with 
about 6,500 serving in the UK as airmen, parachutists or in 
the army.  
During a training flight in October 1940, a fire broke out on 
board of the plane, causing it to crash near Elton, 20km 
southwest of Peterborough. Five Czech and Slovak 
serviceman lost their lives and were buried in the Eastfield 
Cemetery.   



 

HALLOWEEN PARTY 
 

 

 

On Friday 29th October, we have celebrated Halloween party with a special guest – famous Roma 
singer from the Czech Republic, Jan Bendig. 

         
 

  
  

ST. NICHOLAS PARTY 
 

On Sunday 5th December, we have organized traditional celebration of St. Nicholas, Angel and Evil 
that come to Earth to give presents to children. 

       
 

  
  
  
OTHER ONE-OFF EVENTS 
 

There were various other events throughout the year, promoting different genres of music, i.e. 
Roma traditional music, hip hop etc. 

           



 

PRIVATE HIRE OF COMPAS HUB 
 

 

There currently only very few community spaces in Peterborough that are accessible and available 
for private hire for a reasonable cost. COMPAS hub has became a focus point for hire by various 
communities. 

       
                       Latvian event                           East Timorese meeting          Private birthday party 
 

    
               East Timorese Christmas party                               Russian Christmas party 

 
We have also hosted the Romanian Unity Day celebration, offer the hub for religious gatherings 
(Roma Church Sinaj and Lithuanian congregation) and collaborate with NHS and Healthy You. 
  
  

SETTING UP NEW COMPAS BRANCHES 
 

COMPAS Charity is recognized both nationally and internationally for the work with Roma community and positive 
impact we have created. 
 
To share the best practice with other schools, councils and other stakeholders, and to assist Roma communities in 
other parts of the UK, we have decided to start replicating the Peterborough’s best practice in other cities.  
 
The very first branch of COMPAS Charity had been opened in Folkestone. Since September 2021, the Folkestone 
branch, led by Jarka Badzova, has been offering advice provision. Over 90 people were helped since the opening. 
 
We are also aiming to set up further branches in Margate, Cardiff, Newport, Sheffield and Crewe. 
  
  
  

FINAL WORD 
 

We are very grateful to all our funders (Tudor Trust, Barnardos, Romodrom, Kent CCG, NHS, PCC, Essex 
University, Living Sport, QKA, MZV, Lottery, HAY and DWP), to our Trustees, employees, volunteers, 
supporters and all other colleagues for helping us to make our communities stronger. 
 

For us at COMPAS, Year’s end is neither and end nor a beginning but a going on! 
 
On behalf of COMPAS Charity, I wish you a happy, healthy, peaceful, and hug-filled New Year! 

Petr Torak MBE, CEO of COMPAS Charity 

 


